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The voluntary and community sector is a key player and innovator in recycling, re-use and waste minimisation. For over 20 years it has combined social and environmental objectives to provide services, training and volunteering opportunities, and tackled social disadvantage – the history of community involvement in waste minimisation has strong traditions. Minimising waste is an important way in which we can all take action to reduce our impact on climate change. Without the voluntary sector’s contribution we don’t believe there would currently be the recycling facilities there are in the UK today.

About CRN

Community Recycling Network (CRN) UK is a national umbrella organisation which provides support, representation and advice to, and about, community and not-for-profit organisations involved in recycling, re-use and waste minimisation activities. CRN UK is a partner in the Saving Resources work theme of Every Action Counts (see www.navca.org.uk/eac).
Although the CRN members may be undertaking recycling/re-use as a major part of their objectives there are smaller steps that can be taken by all voluntary and community sector organisations to reduce the amount of waste produced and save valuable resources.

The waste hierarchy helps us understand and prioritise the way in which waste should be treated. You may have heard mantra 'Reduce, Re-use, Recycle' (the 3 Rs) and although the phrase has been around for many years it still holds true.

Reduce

The most important thing to do is reduce waste before it is created. A great way to begin is by doing a waste audit. This can be a good group activity and isn’t as complicated as it might sound. A waste audit is a way to look at your rubbish and will help your organisation understand what waste you are producing and in turn inform an action plan. The Scottish Environment Protection Agency has published The standardised waste audit. This was originally designed for schools and has many helpful hints. Download it from http://digbig.com/4tpkc or http://www.sepa.org.uk. When you know what you are throwing away you’ll have a better idea of what you need to do to tackle it. 

Re-use
If you are unable to stop the waste at source the next best thing to do is to re-use it as near as possible to its creation, which reduces distances the material has to travel (and therefore reduces carbon emissions). This could be as simple as re-using a yoghurt pot to store pens or buying furniture from your local furniture re-use project or sending unwanted furniture for re-use. Before 
you throw anything out think – could I or anyone else make use of this? – you would be amazed!

Recycle

If you are still left with items in your bin after reducing and re-using, try to find ways to recycle these materials. Contact your local authority recycling officer to find out what recycling facilities are available in your area. They may have publicity leaflets and information they can send you. 

Other ideas
Reduce
· If you use disposable plastic cups for staff or members, try switching to ceramic mugs which will last longer and look nicer too.
· Does your organisation buy milk? Switch to re-useable glass bottles from your milkman.
· Can you make use of a local plastic bottle re-fill scheme for washing up liquid and other cleaning products? If not, can you set one up? This reduces waste created from plastic bottles.

Re-use

· Scrapstores collect all sorts of clean bits and bobs, offcuts of material etc, often from businesses – items that would otherwise end up in landfill. They are a treasure trove of materials for scrap art projects within your community – a hands-on scrap art session is a great attraction at community events!

· Why not run a swap-it day for your members where they can bring along re-useable items that they no longer want but someone else might. You could swap clothes, books, toys…
Recycle
· Setting up separate clearly labelled bins within a community area can help people understand what materials can be recycled and will save you separating it later.

· Why not invite your local recycling officer in to talk about what materials can be recycled and what happens to them afterwards?
For further information and hints on how to save your resources please visit:
www.crn.org.uk – information about community recycling and links to local groups providing waste minimisation, re-use and recycling services.

www.everyactioncounts.org.uk – tips and hints on all sustainable issues for community groups

www.recyclenow.com – tips and hints on recycling

www.frn.org.uk – contacts for local furniture re-use groups.
Taking part in EAC

EAC's message is that every group can make an important difference. Please encourage your member organisations to register via: www.navca.org.uk/eac, and to log their group as affiliated with NAVCA. 

 

Community champions

EAC is also recruiting volunteers to fill the role of Community Champions as sustainable activists. These volunteers will help groups form sustainable action plans and devise workable strategies to achieve these goals. Please encourage suitable volunteers to sign up via: www.navca.org.uk/eac and ask them to tick 'affiliated with NAVCA' on the application form. 

Recycle more!





Minimising waste is an important way in which we can all take action to reduce our impact on climate change, says Lizzy White of Community Recycling Network.
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