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The NOMS
 National Provider Network (NPN) was announced within Improving Prison and Probation Services: Public Value Partnerships (http://digbig.com/4xegw or http://noms.justice.gov.uk). The core objective of the NPN is to encourage partnership working for existing and potential providers of offender intervention services to NOMS. Wider objectives are:
· The ability to quantify the supply market and communicate with it effectively.
· Standardise methods of advertising business opportunities and reduce associated costs.
· Encourage growth of the supply market through awareness.
How does the NPN operate?

The NPN itself consists of a directory of providers and provider services which is accessible to commissioning and procurement staff within NOMS (including Prisons and Probation), and more recently providers themselves since publication of the directory online in April this year.

Registered providers receive regular email bulletins which contain details of business opportunities for offender intervention services (including tenders), consultations and training courses, submitted by Prisons, Probation Areas/Trusts, and NOMS centrally. Providers’ details are also published within the online directory (unless otherwise requested) where they can be accessed by commissioners and other providers.

The online directory can be searched by geographical delivery area (NOMS Region, Probation Area, Town etc), by provider name, and by service types (of which there are currently 17). Local infrastructure organisations and their members with an interest in the delivery of services for offenders in one or more of the service areas listed below are invited to register:
· accommodation

· education, training and employment

· mental and physical health

· drugs and alcohol

· finance, benefit and debt

· children and families

· attitudes, thinking and behaviour

· mentoring

· young adult offenders

· women

· black, asian, and ethnic minority communities

· unpaid work

· volunteering

· arts, performing arts, and sport

·  victims

· violent and sexual offenders

· asylum seekers and refugees.
Who should register and why?

Local infrastructure organisations may wish to register as a service provider or lead provider themselves, or register only for receipt of business opportunities emails from which they may highlight relevant local opportunities to their own members. Local infrastructure organisations are also encouraged to invite their own members to join the NPN directly.

Registration offers the opportunity for organisations and the services they offer to become more visible to NOMS commissioners and procurement staff – as well as other providers, through which partnership or sub-contracting relationships can be developed. Through receipt of regular email bulletins, organisations will also be informed of opportunities to tender for services, and become involved in consultations used to develop service requirements.


How to register

Organisations with an interest in delivering offender intervention services are able to register their details quickly and free of charge online through the following link 
http://digbig.com/4xegx or 
www.noms.justice.gov.uk
Further information

Further information on the NPN can be obtained by contacting the helpdesk by email at NPNINFO@justice.gsi.gov.uk or by telephone on 020 7217 2052
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Martin Satchwell introduces the NOMS National Provider Network (NPN).
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