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Caring for your local environment can have a positive impact on your local community. A good quality local environment helps improve health and education, and can reduce crime. By becoming involved in local environmental activities, people may wish to go on and take action on wider issues like saving energy or tackling climate change. Improving local environments can create stronger communities and can also help protect the wealth of wildlife we enjoy. Caring for your area also means having a bigger say in local plans which affect your community. Here’s how you can start to care for your area.
Audit your local environment

As an organisation, identify the things that need improving in your local environment. These could include broken pavements, streetlamps or benches, and graffiti. Are there any recycling banks and bicycle parking within walking distance? Are any parks or green places well-kept? Record your results and send them to your local council’s environmental services department.


Celebrate your local green spaces

Raise awareness about the importance of green spaces by holding an event to celebrate green spaces in your area. Could your organisation become involved in improving them? In recent years the value of local green space in improving the health, social networks and quality of life of local people has been widely recognised and your organisation could make a vital contribution. More information is available from BTCV www.btcv.org.uk, the Federation of City Farms and Community Gardens www.farmgarden.org.uk and Green Space www.green-space.org.uk.

Green up and clean up

Why not arrange a special 'green up and clean up' event to clear up litter locally and improve open spaces? Or you could join an event organised by your local wildlife trust www.wildlifetrusts.org or BTCV. You can also find out about how to organise a clear-up event by talking to your local council’s environmental services department.  

Encourage people to report any fly tipping and abandoned cars or electrical goods to your local council. In 2004, local councils spent almost £1m a week clearing up fly tips, over half of which were household rubbish – rubbish that could have been disposed of at the nearest tip free of charge. Fly tipping can also be dangerous: it pollutes land and waterways and can expose local residents to toxic materials.  

Check out your local Parish or Neighbourhood Plan
Ask your local town or parish council for a copy of your Parish Plan or Neighbourhood Plan.  

These plans set out what is happening in your local area to create a cleaner, safer and greener future. You could invite a local councillor to one of your meetings to discuss them more fully.

Read up on your area’s Sustainable Community Strategy

Find out about your area’s Sustainable Community Strategy (and have your say!) by contacting your local council. The plan should set out the way in which the council and other local agencies will make your area a better and greener place for the future. Ask your council how the plan will improve the environment and create a more environmentally friendly future for your area. 
Has your organisation produced its own sustainable development plan? If not, there's lots of useful help available on the Every Action Counts website www.everyactioncounts.org.uk.

Adopt a green space
Local nature reserves and other wild spaces provide a haven for plants, wildlife and people. You can find information about looking after nature reserves and green spaces from BTCV, your local Wildlife Trust or the BBC's Breathing Places website, www.bbc.co.uk/
breathingplaces.

Create a wildlife-friendly haven
Why not create your own wildlife-friendly haven outside your building or other suitable location. Your local Breathing Places campaign and BTCV can give ideas, information and advice.Wildlife Trust can give advice about wildlife-friendly gardening or grounds maintenance tips. Your local garden centre, or DIY shop may sell bird boxes, feeders and wild flower seeds. The BBC’s 
Learn from others

Arrange a visit to a nearby community group which is already making every action count on the environment. You can learn from these existing projects. Take a look at the case studies on the Every Action Counts website for other inspirational ideas. www.everyactioncounts.org.uk
Taking part in EAC

EAC's message is that every organisation can make an important difference. Please encourage your member organisations to register via: www.navca.org.uk/eac, and to log their group as affiliated with NAVCA. 

Community champions

EAC is also recruiting volunteers to fill the role of Community Champions as sustainable activists. These volunteers will help groups form sustainable action plans and devise workable strategies to achieve these goals. Please encourage suitable volunteers to sign up via: www.navca.org.uk/eac and ask them to tick 'affiliated with NAVCA' on the application form.
Care for your area





In the last of our series of articles on the five themes of Every Action Counts, Jane O'Connell (with a lot of help from the EAC website) looks at how you can care for your area.
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