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Memorandum of Understanding 1%t April 2009 - 31 March 2010

National Association for Voluntary and Community Action (NAVCA)
and

Office of the Third Sector, Cabinet Office

1. This Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) is made and entered into by
NAVCA and the Office of the Third Sector (OTS) of the Cabinet Office.

Purpose

2 This funding enables third sector organisations to work in partnership with the Office
of the Third Sector, and government, to help shape and deliver policies and programmes, for
the benefit of the sector as a whole. ‘The Office of the Third Sector (OTS) strategic partner
organisations are funded to enable them to fairly reflect the views of their members to
government, through activities including events, conferences, research or consultation. The
OTS wants the concerns and priorities of the third sector be clearly expressed to, and heard
by, government and the strategic partners programme aims to enable organsiations to
demontrate leadership and innovation in the sector, and this strategic funding ensures
partner organisations that are funded and empowered to help make this happen. For its part,
the Office of the Third Sector will listen to and involve partners in policy development, taking
into account the evidence, advice and opinion they provide.’

38 The third sector review identified four major areas of common interest between
the sector and Government: enabling greater voice and campaigning, strengthening
communities, transforming public services, and encouraging social enterprise. These
form the basis of the Government’'s proposed framework for partnership over the next ten
years. Strategic Partnerships help to deliver against these four priority areas.

4, NAVCA is the national voice of local voluntary and community sector
infrastructure in England. Their 360 members work with 170,000 local community groups and
voluntary organisations which provide services, regenerate neighbourhoods, increase
volunteering and tackle discrimination in partnership with local public bodies. NAVCA's
purpose is to promote local voluntary and community action nationally by providing members
with information, advice, networking and learning opportunities, and support and
development services. In turn, NAVCA draws on its members’ experience to influence
government and contribute to national policy. NAVCA also works closely with other national
bodies to ensure a collaborative approach to policy  development.

5, This MoU sets out, in the context of the funding being made available to NAVCA
the mutual expectations and commitments by which all parties intend to work together. It
accepts the independence of both parties to the agreement but expects them to work
together positively and constructively to find solutions to common issues. It does not
describe funding mechanisms, monitoring responsibilities or deliverables in detail. These are
described in the grant offer letter, standard terms and conditions, and original application. It
is not intended that this should represent the sole MoU between NAVCA and Government.
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