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For the last four years, Bassetlaw, Newark & Sherwood and Mansfield CVS and Ashfield Links Forum, along with other relevant organisations, such as Networking Action for Voluntary Organisations (NAVO) – a county-wide network – have actively developed LGB (lesbian, gay, bisexual) work in the 800 square miles of North Nottinghamshire. Culturally this area is very different to the Nottingham conurbation.

Phase one

It all started with funding from the Stonewall Citizenship 21 initiative, which acted as an important financial catalyst. Bassetlaw CVS took the lead in applying for the funding. At an early stage it was agreed to work on a North Nottinghamshire basis, for mutual support and maximising resources.

At this phase we:

· Appointed a consultant to help the process.

· Undertook a complex mapping exercise on facilities and LGB support available.

· Had discussions with relevant Nottingham city-based LGB organisations to find out how, or if, they defined their wider ‘county-wide’ role.

This initial period led to:

· The completion of the mapping exercise.

· The Nottingham Lesbian and Gay Switchboard becoming the ‘Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Switchboard’. North Nottinghamshire interests committed themselves to helping the Switchboard gain extra resources (mostly advertising and a new ‘shadow’ telephone line in North Nottinghamshire). This led to a fundamental change in Switchboard take-up, with 52% now coming from the wider county area and 48% from the city.

· An extremely well attended North Nottinghamshire-wide LGB awareness session.

Phase two

At this point our invaluable Citizenship 21 funding ceased. We did, however, gain further funding through the Nottinghamshire Community Foundation.

This phase led to:

· Four LGB awareness sessions taking place in each of the four districts. Again these were well attended by a cross section of organisations.

· An amazing day held at the National Holocaust Centre, based in North Nottinghamshire. This was called ‘Learning from History’ and looked, in a most moving way, at the Holocaust, coupled with presentations from each of

the districts on how we were attempting to confront prejudice in the areas of race, 

sexuality, disability and Travellers.

· With funds from Awards for All, a Conference was held through ‘Gay Connection’ (a Bassetlaw based family support project) for exploring education and LGB issues. This covered:

· homophobic bullying of staff and pupils

· the effects of Clause 28 and how to tackle them

· useful information and support available

· Further mapping work and organisational support took place including the support of three new LGB Young People’s Groups in three of the four districts. The County Council helped in this process.

· Information on LGB issues was widely circulated, including a new website.

Over this period the LGB Development Group widened to include more voluntary and statutory organisations. A good percentage of members are LGB, including two successive Chairs from Bassetlaw CVS and Newark & Sherwood CVS. 

Phase three 

This phase (which we have just entered) has  two years’ funding from the Lloyds TSB Foundation. Again, we have a clear output-related programme to achieve. The overall focus of this phase is to improve long-term practice and raise awareness of LGB issues in schools and colleges, councils – District and County – police, health-related organisations and a wide range of voluntary and community groups.

This will be achieved by:

· Producing a directory of services and facilities available to and for LGB people

in North Nottinghamshire.

· Providing four more in-depth LGB awareness raising training sessions as a follow-up to the previous basic sessions.

· Maintaining and developing the website.

· Helping new and existing LGB Young People’s Support Groups to tap into other resources.

· Supporting/working with organisations to encourage them to incorporate LGB issues, policies and activities into their organisational culture and helping them to mainstream good practice.

· Publicising the work of the LGB Development Group.

There will also be further contact with the National Holocaust Centre, including the unveiling of a memorial plaque (funded by Nottinghamshire LGB people and interests) to LGB people murdered in the Holocaust with a relevant supportive event.

We can never be complacent but we believe a lot of positive action has been, and will continue to be, achieved.

Great gains

CVS across the area have played a leading role in the Development Group. It is amazing what £500 a year, enthusiasm, mutual support and an excellent consultant (Shirley Macredie, who has been supporting us throughout this process) can achieve. Shirley’s talents are now being used by a wide range of organisations in relation to LGB awareness, as well as by the LGB Development Group itself.

It is encouraging to note that five members of NACVS are supporting LGB issues through this initiative, with Nottingham CVS also acting as a base for the Lesbian and Gay Switchboard.

LGB work in North Nottinghamshire





Mike Newstead of Bassetlaw CVS reviews the amazing progress that has taken place in LGB work across North Nottinghamshire through collaborative working.
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