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It has become clear in recent months that many of the major funders are actively considering if and how they should be responding to the issues of sustainable development and climate change. The Big Lottery Fund and the Baring Foundation nationally, and the City Bridge Trust in London, have all been running pilot projects with some of their funded organisations. These projects have provided some of their funded groups with consultancy advice or environmental audits to help them identify how they can reduce their environmental impact or reduce carbon dioxide emissions. They are now in a position to consider the impact of these pilot projects and how they going to take this agenda forward.

Moving to a low carbon world

Whilst it is true to say that none have yet decided on the way forward, the general sense from these organisations is that they are now acutely aware of the need for charities and the voluntary and community sector to seriously consider our environmental performance and how we link this to our social and economic missions. Funders are now actively considering the extent to which they may require applicants to demonstrate how they are addressing these linked issues in their applications. They are also thinking about what sort of support, advice and funding they can provide to applicants to help us make the step change that is required if we are to successfully make the move to a ‘low carbon’ world.

Not only funders

And it’s not just funders. The Charity Commission now includes on its website a section on environmental performance which considers how and why charities which do not have explicitly environmental objects can consider utilising some of their resources to address these issues and invest in improving their performance. See  www.charitycommission.gov.uk/

enhancingcharities/enviro.asp. Likewise the Charity Finance Directors Group is considering how it can support and advise charities to start to think about not just their environmental performance, but how they might report on that performance alongside their more familiar financial reporting.
So what does this mean for voluntary and community organisations? It is clear that we will start to see changes in the way that funders approach issues in the very near future, with a much greater emphasis on the extent to which applicants are considering environmental issues in their activities, and what actions they are taking to improve their performance.
Any organisation wishing to be ahead of the game would be well advised now to start thinking now about what it is already doing, how it can make further improvements and how it might demonstrate those activities to funders and 

stakeholders. Every Action Counts, www.everyactioncounts.org.uk, is here to help organisations take the easy actions to become more sustainable. Our website and resources provide lots of great ideas and our community pack can help you devise a simple action plan to guide your progress and communicate to others what actions you are taking. We can even put you in touch with a local Community Champion who can help. So why not start taking action now and make sure your organisation is ready for the future?
This article first appeared in Every Action Count’s Green Gauge.

Join EAC!
Thanks to NAVCA members, almost 500 local third sector organisations have 'gone green' by registering with the Every Action Counts website. Why not encourage your members to register too? It's free and has a wealth of helpful information. www.navca.org.uk/eac or www.everyactioncounts.org.uk
Funders go green





Mark Walton of Every Action Counts reviews changes in the funding world in relation to the environmental performance of community organisations and charities. 
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