[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]




[image: image3.jpg]Wy

- havca

local focus national voice




Shaping our future, the report of the joint ministerial and third sector task force
, acknowledges the vital role the environmental movement has played in making climate change an issue of public and political concern, but points out that there is a key role for the wider third sector. It emphasises the links between climate change and social justice: “climate change threatens to hit the poorer and more vulnerable harder and faster and exacerbates the economic and social inequalities that so many third sector organisations work to redress”. Indeed the report points to a key role for support and development organisations (at local and national level) as trusted sources of advice and drivers of change.  Therefore with our shared interest in tackling these equalities issues, climate change is very relevant to NAVCA and its members. 
The main points of interest to NAVCA members are:
· NAVCA and other umbrella bodies on the task force have committed to championing climate change across their networks and to supporting their members to take action. We encourage NAVCA members to do the same.

· The umbrella bodies also committed to manage their own organisations in accordance with best practice on sustainability, and to support their members to do the same. NAVCA has created an action plan on sustainable development and our website has lots of resources to help you create your own
.
· The Third Sector declaration on Climate Change, which NAVCA and many of our members have signed, will be rebranded and relaunched as ‘JustAct’. There will be a new website (www.justact.org.uk) to support organisations in their efforts to tackle climate change. If have not already signed the declaration, please think about doing so. Publicise the relaunched declaration to your members, and encourage them to sign up.
· A new initiative called ‘Community Futures’. This will develop links between local strategic partnership structures and grassroots community action on climate change. Eight pilot learning networks will be established in areas where “there is a strong and enthusiastic third sector hub, a well organised environmental network/body of groups and evidence of good working links between the third sector and the local authority”. NAVCA members may be suitable third sector hubs. No new government money is available for this initiative but it is hoped that investment from local statutory partners will be be forthcoming, once the benefit is clearly established. The first step will be a mapping exercise over the summer (details will be published in Linx and on our website when available).
· A Defra-funded pilot project will “examine a collective focus on behaviour change by encouraging more effective networking activity between existing community based organisations or groups in England”. It will inform the design of potential further support packages/interventions to embed sustainable development activities at community level. 
· The report acknowledges the third sector’s role in public service provision and that climate change could create significant new pressures on public services. ACEVO and Defra will jointly produce a report on the future of public service provision and the sector’s role, in the light of climate change.
Defra is now looking at how to take these initiatives forward, following the outcome of the General Election. 
Government commitments
The third sector members of the task force were not alone in making commitments to action on climate change. The Government departments involved also make a range of commitments throughout the report, including: a senior member of the Department for Energy and Climate Change (DECC) team will take on the role of Third Sector Champion, and DECC will develop a third sector strategy. The Office of the Third Sector committed to recognising the significance of climate change and to embed action on climate change and sustainable development within all its programmes.
More work to be done

The report concentrates almost exclusively on climate change as “the most pressing issue facing Britain today” but Stephen Hale (Director of the Green Alliance and third sector chair of the task force) made it clear at the launch that the report is just the beginning. It doesn’t cover the full range of environmental issues and work must go forward to tackle environmental issues holistically.
Task force vision for 2015


The third sector shapes the future by mobilising and inspiring others to tackle climate change and maximising the social, economic and environmental opportunities for action.





Shaping our future


NAVCA Communications Officer Jane O’Connell looks at the recently published report of the joint ministerial and third sector task force on climate change, the environment and sustainability.





























� The task force included representatives from Defra, the Office of the Third Sector, the Department for Energy and Climate Change, and Communities and Local Government. The third sector was represented by 16 organisations including ACEVO, NCVO and NAVCA (represented by our trustee Lola Barrett).


� Available from www.navca.org.uk/about/sustainability and www.navca.org.uk/sustainability
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