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SKiLD’s top 7 networking tips

Keeping up with an active network of contacts is an excellent way to keep up with what is going in:

· the world of development work,

· the voluntary and community sector,

· your region, and

· the national picture.

Networking events offer the chance to think about working strategically together with other development workers, and to share good practice.

1) Plan ahead

Think about what you want to achieve before the event. What can you contribute? What do you hope to gain? Try to get hold of a delegate list in advance, so you can make a note who you’ve spoken to during the event.

2) Make new contacts

Make an effort to speak to at least three new people at any networking event you go to. It’s easy to head for someone you know and talk to them the whole time. Although it’s good to catch up, it’s also very useful to make new contacts and find out new stuff.

3) Always carry copies of your contact details

If you’ve got business cards then take a good supply. If not, then your organisation’s publicity information will be just as good. If someone gives you their card, write the event name and date on the back, so you’ll have a reminder later.

4) Have confidence in yourself
Even the most experienced development worker can struggle when faced with an unfamiliar networking event. Many people find the idea of introducing themselves to others nerve-wracking, but remember there’ll be others there in similar positions.

5) It’s not all about work

Networking events don’t have to only be about work. Talking about holidays, current fads and fashions, news and current affairs or even the weather can be useful to get others talking if they are quiet.

6) Keep going

Be prepared for the fact that at sometimes you may not make new contacts or learn much that’s new. Don’t give up: a positive attitude and commitment to talking to new people will usually bring benefits in the end.

7) Networking is all about give and take

Always follow up a contact with further information if you’ve promised it. And if others have promised you something, you can always give them a gentle reminder if they’re not as good at remembering as you.
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